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ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

 
Activity Date 

Nature in the Heartland Exhibition at Sengkang 7 – 22 Sep 

Ramble “UNESCO” at Singapore Botanic Gardens 14 Sep 

Birdwatching at Bukit Brown 15 Sep 

Mangroves cum Coastal Clean-up at Ubin (RUM Initiative) 15 Sep 

Exploring Forest Butterflies at Upper Seletar Reservoir  15 Sep 

Talk: Birds, Birding and Bird Conservation in Peru 18 Sep 

International Coastal Clean-up (Singapore) 21 Sep 

Pelagic Birdwatching 28 Sep 

Kayak the Pasir Ris to Pulau Ubin Trail 29 Sep 

NSS Kids' Fun with The Bigfoot Leave No Trace Challenge 5 Oct 

Ramble “Green Walk” from Labrador to Sentosa 12 Oct 

In Search of Butterflies around Bukit Brown 20 Oct 

Singapore Bird Race 2019 16 & 17 Nov 

 
 

TRIPS LED BY NSS MEMBERS 
 

Activity Date 

4D/3N Lombok & Bali Shark Conservation and Adventure Trip 7 – 10 Mar ’20 
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SEPTEMBER 
 
7 to 22 Sep ’19, Saturday to Sunday 
Nature in the Heartland Exhibition at Sengkang 
NSS will be having a community exhibition to raise awareness and appreciation for our natural heritage in 
Singapore. The exhibition will showcase a range of local biodiversity, their beauty and importance. 
Venue: Empty field beside Sengkang MRT station. Time: 4pm to 9pm (weekdays), 1pm to 9pm (weekends). 
Open to the public. 

 
14 Sep ’19, Saturday 
Ramble “UNESCO” at Singapore Botanic Gardens 
Founded at its present location in 1859, the Singapore Botanic Gardens is a 160-year-old tropical garden which 
played a pivotal role in the region’s rubber trade boom in the early 20th century. Explore this UNESCO World 
Heritage Site with Pandian for a morning ramble. Meet Pandian at 8am at the Singapore Botanic Gardens, 
Tanglin Gate. The walk will end back at Singapore Botanic Gardens. Ramble Terrain: Causal Trek-Distance. 
Participants must be physically fit. Not suitable for children below 14 years old. Things to bring: Water 1.5 
litres bottle, poncho, walking stick, and proper walking/trekking shoes. Please bring extra money for 
emergencies. Recommended items to bring include a hat and a pair of binoculars for spotting wildlife. Time: 
8am - 2pm. Members only. 
 
15 Sep ’19, Sunday 
Birdwatching at Bukit Brown 
Time to pay another visit to Bukit Brown Cemetery after the completion of the Lornie Highway.  We will 
explore Bukit Brown for its birds.  Sections of this historical corner of Singapore was closed off for road 
construction, but there are still undisturbed areas for birding.  Expect to see a mix of parkland, open country 
and forest (given the proximity to the Central Catchment Nature Reserve) birds such as bulbuls, doves, 
babblers, flowerpeckers, parakeets, sunbirds and woodpeckers. Meet Wing Chong (HP: 92272020) at 7.30 am 
at the access to Block 2, 5 (150m after Sime Road and 200m before merging into Northbound Lornie Highway). 
Detailed directions to the meeting point can be found at: https://tinyurl.com/birdbukitbrown. Members only. 
 
15 Sep ‘19, Sunday 
Mangroves cum Coastal Clean-up at Ubin (RUM Initiative) 
Pulau Ubin is designated as an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area. In line with the Restore Ubin Mangroves 
(RUM) initiative, join us as we remove abandoned drift nets and marine debris that choke up Ubin’s coastline. 
This prepares the selected sites for scientific surveys and RUM restoration works. It ensures that our wildlife 
have the proper environment to thrive. Registration will be opened 2 weeks prior to actual event date. Due to 
bumboat capacity limits, maximum no. of participants is 30 pax. To attend, please register at 
http://tinyurl.com/ubinrum15sep2019. Details will be emailed to registered volunteers 3 to 4 days prior to 
event. Meet at Changi Point Ferry Terminal. For enquiries, contact Lisa at nssmcg@gmail.com. Time: 4pm – 
7pm. Open to the public. 
 
15 Sep ‘19, Sunday 
Exploring Forest Butterflies at Upper Seletar Reservoir  
Join us in exploring one of our favourite forest butterfly habitats sited around a part of Upper Seletar 
Reservoir.  Each year, uncommon and rare forest species emerge in this area to surprise members.  On a good 
sunny morning, we hope to encounter butterflies such as Cruiser, Common Bluebottle, Tailed Jay, Knight and 
Commander.  Rarer finds may include the Plane, Royal Assyrian, Dark Blue Jungle Glory, Saturn, Green 
Imperial, Great Helen.  Meet Simon Chan at 9.30am at Carpark B of Mandai Track 7.  Bring along hat, water, 
camera, binoculars. Time:  9.30am to 12pm.  Contact Amy (Hp: 98175549) for any queries. Members and their 
friends only. 
 
18 Sep ’19, Wednesday 
Talk: Birds, Birding and Bird Conservation in Peru 
Intrepid bird explorer and marathoner, Gunnar Engblom, will share about the amazing birdlife that is found in 
Peru.  Featured in Noah Strycker’s big year of 2015, Gunnar will talk about the iconic species of Peru, and share 
accounts of his personal encounters with them, as well as the conservation work that is going on to protect the 
birds and habitats they live in. To attend, please register at: https://tinyurl.com/talk-nss. Time: 7.30pm – 
8.30pm. Venue: NSS Office. Open to the public. 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/birdbukitbrown
http://tinyurl.com/ubinrum15sep2019
https://tinyurl.com/talk-nss
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21 Sep ’19, Saturday 
International Coastal Clean-up (Singapore) 
Join us to clean up Kranji Mudflats to benefit the wildlife that thrives there. Designated as an Important Bird 
and Biodiversity Area, this coastline is a key habitat for horseshoe crabs and an important feeding site for 
wading birds. To attend, please register at http://tinyurl.com/iccsnss. Details will be emailed to participants 
who have successfully registered about 1 week before the date. Closing date: Saturday, 14 September. For 
enquiries, contact Bryan at nssccu@gmail.com.  Time: 7am to 10am. Open to the public. 
 
28 Sep ’19, Saturday 
Pelagic Birdwatching 
September's pelagic trip is undertaken to view seabirds on their autumn migration.  We will sail the Singapore 
Strait and turn around between the end of Changi and north of Batam.  Expect Swift and Lesser Crested Terns 
and the less common Bridled and Aleutian Terns. Swinhoe's Storm Petrels undertake their southwards 
migration at this time too. With luck, we may also encounter the odd shearwater, skua and even frigatebird! 
Things to bring: Breakfast and lunch, sun-block, hat. Wear a long-sleeved shirt preferably. Chilled bottled water 
and canned drinks will be provided on board. A valid passport is needed to clear immigration at sea. 
Registration: To attend, please register with Lee Ee Ling (HP: 96935870) at ellee1584@gmail.com with your 
Full Name (as in your passport), Passport Number, Date of Issue, Date of Expiry, Date of Birth, and Nationality. 
For foreign citizens, you will also need to submit your re-entry permit, work visa or student permit, whichever 
is applicable. Registration is on a first-come-first-served basis. Closing Date: 8 September 2019, or earlier when 
all places are filled. Max. No. of Participants: 8, due to vessel restrictions. Children are not allowed for safety 
reasons. Note: Those prone to sea-sickness are strongly advised not to participate. Cost: $100 per person, to 
cover the cost of the boat. No refunds will be made if confirmed participants do not turn up for any reason. If 
there are less than eight enrolments, the trip may be cancelled and all fees will be refunded. Members only. 
 
29 Sep ’19, Sunday 
Kayak the Pasir Ris to Pulau Ubin Trail 
This is our easiest trip to explore Pulau Ubin's nature and kampong heritage, starting from Pasir Ris Park! It will 
bring you into Sungei Jelutong, climb up the highest hill on Pulau Ubin for a panorama of Johor, converse with 
Ah Ma at her kampong house, and brunch at Ah Ma's drink stall, which is itself a heritage on Pulau Ubin!  
Cost: $85 (members); $110 (non-members); $50 (children). Payment can be made via cash, bank transfer or 
cheque made out to ‘Nature Society (Singapore)’. No refunds will be given for no shows or dropouts. Min Age: 
8 years old. Children (8 to 11 years old) must be accompanied by one parent in the same kayak. No guardians 
are allowed. To attend, register at: http://tinyurl.com/nsskayakubin. A payment direction email will be sent to 
you after registration. Additional details will be emailed to you upon successful registration and payment. 
Members will be given priority. Min. & Max. No. of Participants: 18/28 pax. For enquiries, please contact Say 
Chong at nsskayaking@gmail.com. Trip is subject to cancellation in the event of adverse weather and/or 
insufficient participants. A replacement trip will be offered if cancellation is due to poor weather. Closing date: 
20 Sep, Friday. Time: 7.30am – 12.30pm. Open to the public. 
 

 
OCTOBER 
 
5 Oct ’19, Saturday 
NSS Kids' Fun with The Bigfoot Leave No Trace Challenge 
How does the elusive Bigfoot (and perhaps even the Bukit Timah Monkey Man) leave no trace of his passing 
through the wild? In this session, we will introduce the seven principles of Leave No Trace for minimum impact 
practices for the outdoors. Join us to discover that having fun outdoors can go hand in hand with learning 
responsibility for the environment!  Cost per child: $2 (member) / $10 (non-member). Fees will be collected on 
the spot. Parents, caregivers and older siblings are encouraged to join in at no charge. Please register your 
children (4 to 12 years old) at http://tinyurl.com/nsskidsevent. Confirmation details will be emailed only after 
the closing date. For enquiries, contact Gloria at gloria_seow@yahoo.com. Time: 3.30pm – 6pm. Venue: Meet 
at MacRitchie Reservoir Park, beside Mushroom Café. Open to the public.   
 
12 Oct ’19, Saturday 
Ramble “Green Walk” from Labrador to Sentosa 
Meet Pandian at 8.30am at the Labrador MRT Station for a memorable and exciting ramble. The walk will end 
at Sentosa via Siloso Sky Walk. Ramble Terrain: Easy. Participants must be physically fit and healthy. Not 
suitable for children below 14 years old. Things to bring: Water 1.5 litres bottle, poncho, walking stick, and 

http://tinyurl.com/iccsnss
http://tinyurl.com/nsskayakubin
http://tinyurl.com/nsskidsevent
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proper walking/trekking shoes. Please bring extra money for emergencies. Recommended items to bring 
include a hat and a pair of binoculars for spotting wildlife. Time: 8.30am - 4pm. Open to the public. 
 
20 Oct ’19, Saturday 
In Search of Butterflies around Bukit Brown 
While designated a Chinese burial ground from 1922 to 1973, Bukit Brown was thereafter taken over in large 
part by Mother Nature with mature trees, shrubs and tall grasses abounding.  However, more than a year ago, 
a section of the hill's lush greenery was removed for the construction of a new road parallel to Lornie Rd.  
Following this development, it would be timely to check upon the state of butterfly life in the remaining part of 
Bukit Brown. Join Simon Chan and Amy Tsang in this quest on Sun, 20 Oct. Past records reveal common, 
uncommon and some rarer butterflies on the hill. Rarer butterflies sighted included the Golden Royal, Black 
Veined Tiger, Yamfly, Bamboo Tree Brown, whilst the Malayan Eggfly, Burmese Bush Brown, Chestnut Bob, 
Common Five-Ring were among the more common species seen. To attend, please register with Amy Tsang 
(hp: 98175549). Time:  9.30am to 12pm. Members and their friends only.   
 

NOVEMBER 
 
16 & 17 Nov ‘19, Saturday & Sunday 
Singapore Bird Race 2019 
Save these dates!  The 35th edition of the Singapore Bird Race will take place on the weekend of 16 and 17 
November 2019.  An exciting program is being planned and more information will be shared on NSS 
website/Facebook page and Singapore Birders Facebook page. 
 
 

Trips Led by Members 
 
The private trips here are the initiative of members who wish to travel to nature locations with other members 
or like-minded people. Arrangements will be made through a travel agency. 
 
 
4D/3N Lombok & Bali Shark Conservation and Adventure Trip 
  
Dates: 7 to 10 Mar’20 
Closing Date: 23 Feb ’20 
Cost: $450/$500 per member/non-member 
Minimum: 4 pax to go 
  
Join Kathy Xu on a marine conservation responsible holiday. Activities include snorkelling in pristine waters, 
beach hopping, mini cliff trekking, as well as nature trail and waterfall trekking. Your participation will aid in 
shark conservation by providing an alternative income to shark fishermen. Cost includes accommodation with 
WiFi and breakfast, land transfers, full-day beach hopping and snorkelling boat trip with a visit to Pink Beach's 
pink sand and dramatic cliffs, full-day waterfall trek, snacks, drinks, packed lunch and snorkelling gear. Cost 
excludes flights, insurance and dinners. Please ensure that flights are still available before signing up for the 
trip. For registration or enquiries, email Kathy at kathyxtt@gmail.com. Read Kathy's article 'Reality Bites – A 
View to Lessen the Kill' in Nature Watch Jan-Mar 2014 for more information. Open to the public. 
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